CHAPTER VI
ONE  SPIRIT AND  ONE  BODY

A READY objection against the mystical psychology
of these pages is that the universal Self, or " I/' simply
absorbs the greater part of our conception of God
and of divinity; or, at least, that if it leave anything
over for God to do and be, it is nevertheless thrust in
as a sort of barrier between God and the particular
self. For the universal self is that from which the
particular is derived, to which it returns, whose mind
and will is the norm of its own, for whom it must live,
through whom it is bound up with its fellows. It is,
at once, the object and the cause of faith, i.e. of
a sort of supra-rational apprehension of mysteries
beyond the world of clear knowledge; and it is the
source of life and strength, re-enforcing the feebleness
of the part with the energy of the whole. It is, in
some sense, the ever-watchful judge of our actions,
saving or condemning, rewarding or punishing,
eternally.

All this and more is true. But this universal self-
evolving spirit is no whit less contingent and finite
and dependent than the meanest of those lives, human
or sub-human, in which it manifests some fraction of
its potentiality; just as the complete self of any one
separate organism is no less contingent than the